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National Activities  
13th Annual Review Meeting (ARM) on  ĶGramin Krishi Mausam Sewa (GKMS) projectķ 
India Meteorological Department (IMD), Indian Council of 
Agricultural Research (ICAR) and Rajmata Vijayaraje Scindia 
Krishi Vishwa Vidyalaya (RVSKVV), Gwalior, Madhya 
Pradesh, jointly organized 13th Annual Review Meeting 
(ARM) on ĶGramin Krishi Mausam Sewa (GKMS) project in 
the countryķ during 18-20 December 2019. A number of 
high level dignitaries like Dr. M. Mohapatra, Director 
General of Meteorology, IMD, New Delhi, Prof. (Dr.) 
Surapaneni Koteshwara Rao, Vice Chancellor, RVSKVV, 
Gwalior, Dr. Randhir Singh, ADG (Agricultural Extension), Indian Council of Agricultural Research 
(ICAR), KAB- I, Pusa, New Delhi, Dr. K. K. Singh, Head, AASD, IMD, New Delhi, Dr. Anupam Mishra, 
Director, ICAR-ATARI, Zone- IX, JNKVV Campus, Jabalpur, Dr. J. P. Dixit, Dean, Collage of Agriculture, 
Gwalior, Dr. S. N. Upadhyay, Director of Extension Services, RVSKVV, Gwalior, Dr.U. P. S. Bhadauria, 
Dean, Collage of Agriculture, Khandwa & Organizing Secretary, RVSKVV, Gwalior, Scientists from 
various institutes, Principal Nodal Officers, Nodal Officers, Technical Officers of Agromet Field Units 
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(AMFUs) and Subject Matter Specialists (SMS-Agromet) of District Agromet Field Units (DAMUs) 
participated in the meeting. 
The main objective of the meeting was to review implementation of GKMS scheme during preceding year 
and prepare strategic plans on operational aspects like generation of value added weather forecast, 
Agromet Advisories and Agromet products, dissemination of Agromet Advisories, awareness/ outreach 
programmes and capacity building in collaboration with 130 AMFUs located at State Agricultural 
Universities, ICAR institutes, Indian Institute of Technology (IITs) and District Agromet Units established 
at Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) under ICAR network, Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and 
other organisations. In addition, discussion was also made on the implementation of block level AAS, 
enhancing weather forecast and observations including online access to observational data, capacity 
building, automated generation of Agromet Advisory Service (AAS) bulletins etc. 
 
Meetings /Workshop/Seminar attended by officers of AASD, New Delhi ; Agrimet, Pune ; RMCs/MCs and 
AMFUs: 

 
ü Dr. K. K. Singh, Head (Agromet), AASD visited AMFU, Karaikal, 

Puducherry and Agromet observatory on 30th  December 2019.  He 
also interacted with Shri. R. Kamalakannan, Honourable Minister of 
Agriculture, Puducherry  and Dr. V. Kanthaswamy, Dean, Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru College of Agriculture and Research Institute 
Karaikal,  U.T. of Puducherry, Dr. A. L. Narayanan, Nodal Officer, Shri. 
J. Senthil Kumar,  Additional Director of Agriculture and the AAB members and teaching staff and 
students of Agriculture college, Karaikal. He also discussed the issues with farmers and DWRS 
station Director Shri. Sunil and enlightened the weather forecast to PG students. 

ü Dr. S. D.  Attri, Scientist-F, AASD, IMD, New Delhi, participated in ĶInternational Seminar on 
ĶClimate Smart Farming Systemsķ for BIMSTEC countries on 11th December 2019 at NASC 
Complex, New Delhi. 

ü Shri A. K. Baxla, Scientist-E, AASD, IMD, New Delhi acted as a resource person on short term 
training course on "Preparation and dissemination of Agromet Advisory at Block level under 
GKMSķ for newly appointed SMS of KVKs at ATARI-Jabalpur during 20-25 November 2019. 

ü Shri Anand Sharma, Scientist-F, AASD, IMD, New Delhi participated in: meeting with officers of 
DD Kisan and senior officers and heads of various divisions of IMD on 4th November 2019 to 
increase outreach of IMD products and services. The meeting was Chaired by Dr M Mohapatra, 
DGM, IMD, New Delhi. Shri Anil Shrivastava, ADG, DD Kisan also participated. 

ü Dr. Kripan Ghosh, Head (Agrimet) & Scientist E participated as a member in Technical Evaluation 
Committee (TEC) meeting during 12th December 2019 for evaluation of performance of Agro 



AWS systems of the vendors for procurement of 200 Agro AWS under GKMS. 
ü Dr. Kripan Ghosh, Head (Agrimet) & Scientist-E participated and delivered presentation on 
ĶImpact Based Agromet Advisory Services in Indiaķ during the workshop on WCSSP -  WP3 
Impacts-based Forecasting (IBF) held at Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pune 
during 29-30 November 2019. 

ü Shri R. Balasubramanian, Scientist-E participated and delivered presentation on ĶOperational 
Agromet Advisory Service for addressing Floods and Drought Risks for Sustainable Crop 
Management in the countryķ in the International Conference on ĶSustainable Water 
Managementķ held at Hotel Hyatt Regency, Pune on 7th November 2019. 

ü Shri Habibur Rahaman Biswas, Scientist-E & Head, M.C. Bhubaneswar attended a meeting on 
ĶSmart Samplingķ and other related issues at Krushi Bhawan, Bhubaneswar on 24th October 
2019. 

ü Shri P. K. Bal, Meteorologist-B, M.C. Bhubaneswar attended Working Technical Committee 
meeting on ĶRestructured Weather Based Crop Insurance Scheme (RWBCIS)ķ at Krushi Bhawan, 
Bhubaneswar on 6th November 2019. 

ü Shri S. S. Mairal, Met-B, Agrimet, Pune  attended the quarterly meeting on Publication of Shetkari 
Masik in Agricultural Technology Management Agency (ATMA) Sabhagruh at Sakhar Sankul, 
Shivajinagar, Pune on 11th October 2019. 

ü Shri D. H. Dolas, Scientific Assistant, Agrimet, Pune  attended  4th IMD Upper Air Network 
Performance (UANP) workshop at IMD, New Delhi during 18-20 November 2019. 

ü Dr Smita Gupta, Nodal officer, AMFU, Navsari, Gujarat attended National Seminar held at Navsari 
Agriculture University on 5th December 2019 and gave oral presentation on "Economic impact 
assessment of the Agrometeorological Advisory Service in Western Uttar-Pradesh and its role in 
achieving food security". 

ü Dr. Ananta Vashisth, Nodal Officer, AMFU, New Delhi attended International Conference on ĶSoil 
and water resource management for climate smart Agriculture, global food and livelihood 
securityķ during 5 to 9 November 2019 at NASC Complex, New Delhi. 
 

ü Smt. Shibani Chowdhury, Technical Officer, AMFU, Kakdwip,West Bengal 
attented one day workshop on ĶClimate Resilient Agriculture towards 
sustainabilityķ on 21st October 2019. 
 

ü Dr. K. Indudhar Reddy, Technical officer, AMFU, Hyderabad, Telangana has attended short term 
training course on ĶPreparation and Dissemination of Agromet Advisoriesķ at ICAR-  ATARI, 
CRIDA, Hyderabad during 14th to 19th October 2019. 

 



Award 
Best AMFU 
ü For the year 2018, AMFU, Lembucherra, Tripura; AMFU, Hyderabad, Telangana and AMFU, 

Parbhani, Maharashtra  and for the year 2019, AMFU, Jharnapani, Nagaland; AMFU, Bengaluru, 
Karnataka and AMFU, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu received the best AMFU Award for ĶOutstanding 
Dissemination and Outreach of Agromet Advisoriesķ on the Occasion of 13th Annual Review 
Meeting of ĶGramin Krishi Mausam Sewaķ during 18-20 December 2019 held at Rajmata 
Vijayaraje Scindia Krishi Vishwa Vidyalaya, Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ü MC Bhubaneswar, Odisha won the 3rd prize in the best stall 
category in 10th Krishi Mela organized by Shree Shrikshetra 
Soochana, Puri during 21 to 25 October 2019. Shri R. K. Mohapatra, 
Met-A & Shri S. Mallick, Met-A from M. C. Bhubaneswar and 
officials of M.O Puri participated in Krishi Mela. 

Awareness Programme  
Farmers Awareness Programme (FAP) 
AMFU, Lembucherra, Tripura organised one day FAP on 15th November 
2019 on ĶTechnological Intervention for sustainable rabi crop productionķ at 
Brahman Pushkuni village under Pashchim Kamalghat Gram Panchyet of 
Muhanpur Subdivision under West Tripura district. Shri D. Daschaduhuri, 

AMFU, Parbhani, Maharashtra 
 

AMFU, Lembucherra, Tripura AMFU, Hyderabad, Telangana 

AMFU, Jharnapani, Nagaland AMFU, Bengaluru, Karnataka AMFU, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 



Technical Officer, GKMS explained about climate and its variability during different season and use 
of weather forecast for the farm activities.  
 

AMFU, Basar, Arunachal Pradesh organized FAP on ĶCurrent erratic climate 
and role of Agromet Advisory Servicesķ at Soi village, Leparada district, 
Arunachal Pradesh on 28th November 2019.  Shri Kaushik Bhagawati, 
Technical Officer highlighted the aims and objective of GKMS and 
significance of real time weather-based Agromet Advisory for successful 
farming and judicious use of available resources. There was also a discussion regarding the visible 
climate change and change in crop pattern observed by the farmers of the village.  
 

AMFU, Barapani (Umiam), Meghalaya organized FAP on ĶImportance of 
weather based Agromet Advisoryķ on 17th October 2019 at Mynsain 
village, Bhoirymbong block, Ri-Bhoi district.  Dr. B.K. Sethy, Principal 
Nodal Officer highlighted the importance of weather based Agromet 
Advisory Services as weather plays an important role in agricultural 
production and ways to avoid or minimize the production losses.  
 

AMFU, Sonitpur, Assam organized FAP on ĶWeather based Agromet 
Advisory Servicesķ in collaboration with Ganakdoloni Youth Association 
on 5th December, 2019 at Ganakdoloni viialge, Dhalpur, Lakhimpur, 
Assam. Dr. Prasanta Neog, Nodal Officer of GKMS Unit talked about the 
weather & its impact on crops and different climate resilient technologies 
for flood prone areas, crops and varieties suitable for flood affected areas 
as the village is mostly affected by the flood. Mrs. Rashmi Rekha Changmai, Technical officer of the unit 
talks about weather forecast, different types of weather forecast and AAS Bulletin and how it helps 
farmers for their agricultural operations to be carried out during the crop growing period starting from 
land preparation to harvesting.  
Dr. P. Neog, also participated as a resource person in a FAP on ĶDistrict Agromet Unitķ organized by KVK, 
Papum Pare, Arunachal Pradesh on 27th November, 2019. 
 

AMFU, Navsari, Gujarat organised one day FAP on 22nd November 2019 to 
sensitize farmers about weather forecast and Agromet Advisory Services. 
Officers of GKMS explained crop planning according to changing climate, 
effect of climate change on insect and its solution, effect of climate change 
on animal and its preventive measures.  Dr. Smita Gupta, Nodal officer, 
GKMS explained the different types of weather forecasts and its reliability. She informed farmers about 
the mobile based application ĶMeghdootķ for the ease of availing weather-based crop advisories. 



 
AMFU, Raipur, Chhattisgarh and Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Durg jointly 
organized one day FAP by Department of Agrometeorology, IGKV Raipur 
on 1st October  2019 at Santra village. Shri J.L. Chaudhary, Nodal Office 
informed about weather forecasting and GKMS activities. 
 
 
AMFU, New Delhi organised one day FAP on 21st November, 2019 on 
ĶBenefit of Agromet advisory in Agricultureķ to create awareness 
regarding role of weather and climate on crop productivity and 
importance of weather forecast in crop management. Dr. Ananta 
Vashisth, Principal Scientist and Nodal Officer informed the farmers 
about the importance of weather forecast and weather based Agromet 
Advisory in agriculture to minimize losses through proper management of agricultural operations in 
time, by reducing the cost of cultivation and increase the yield. Experts from different divisions of IARI 
delivered the lectures.   
 
AMFU, Majhian, West Bengal organised two FAPs on 16th  December 2019 
at Balurghat Block, Dakshin Dinajpur district and on 26th  December 2019 
at Trimohini, Hili Block, Dakshin Dinajpur district to discuss on climate 
change and its effect on agriculture, role of weather based Agromet 
Advisory Services for agricultural activities, disseminate leaflet on Agromet 
Advisory Services, Weather related pests & diseases and their management 
and activities under GKMS project.  
 
AMFU, Roorkee, Uttarakhand organized two FAPs, first at Meerpur village 
of Bhadrabad block of Haridwar district on 2nd October 2019 and second  
at Jaitpur village of Laksar block of Haridwar district on 4th December, 
2019 to sensitize the farmers about the importance and benefits of 
Agromet Advisory Services. Prof. Ashish Pandey, Nodal Officer explained 
about the weather based Agromet Advisory Services and demonstrated the 
Meghdoot App (developed by the IMD and ICAR) to the farmers.  He also informed that the farmers can 
obtain the daily weather data, weather alerts and weather based agromet advisory bulletins in local 
language through the website of AMFU Roorkee, i.e. www.gkms.iitr.ac.in. 
 

http://www.gkms.iitr.ac.in/


AMFU,  Kalyani, West Bengal organised FAP at Krishi Mela, Dhaniakhali 
Krisak Mandi, Block-  Dhaniakhali on 29th December 2019 to explain 
objectives of GKMS project.  Dr. Mahasweta Bhowmick Dutta, Technical 
Officer explained weather forecasting, usefulness of weather based 
Agromet Advisories and their dissemination through SMS and special 
forecast. She narrated some success stories to encourage farming 
community to follow weather forecast before going to field.  
 
Field visit 
 

AMFU, Bhachau, Kachchh, Gujarat made a field visit on 19th October 2019 
to study cluster bean crop.  Dr. B. R. Nakrani, Associate Research 
Scientist/Nodal officer, SDAU University and Shri Kuldeep Sevak, Technical 
officer explained usefulness of Agromet Advisory Services and activities 
under GKMS project to the farmers.  
 

AMFU, New Delhi made a field visit and Kisan Gosthi in Kausalia, 
Kanauja and Bhoorigarhi villages on 4th October and 1st November 
2019, respectively to give awareness among farmers regarding 
importance of weather, weather forecast and weather based advisories in 
agriculture. AMFU made interaction with farmers regarding pest and 
disease management and agricultural practices for rabi crops and 
explained the technology developed by the Institute.  
 

AMFU, Kakdwip,West Bengal made a field visit at Nischindapur block on 27th  
October 2019 to study the effect of heavy rainfall on kharif paddy.  The 
AMFU studied effect of cyclone ĶBulbulķ on kharif paddy, betel vine and 
vegetables  in the field visits at Sagar island and Namkhana block on 8th  
November and on 12th October 2019.  Management for prevention of disease 
attack in poultry bird in the stage of chicks was explained during the visit of poultry farm at Kulpi block 
on 22nd November 2019. Field visit at Kakdwip block on 4th December 2019 was made to explain 
management of nutrition of vegetables.  
 

Dr. A. L. Narayanan AMFU, Karaikal, UT of Puducherry participated in field 
Demo at Tiruvarur on Weather based pest and disease management in rice 
organized by Reliance foundation on 6th December 2019 to advise the 
farmers regarding pests & diseases and related weather. 
 



AMFU, Dantiwada, Gujarat made a field visit at Pipodara & Kyari Chhapra 
villages, Khedbrahma blocks of Sabarkantha district to monitor crop status 
and to sensitize farmers about the Agromet Advisory Services (AAS). Dr. 
Swetaben A. Patel, Technical officer has observed broad leafy weeds in field 
of wheat crop and advised farmers for its control measures.  She also 
suggested need based control measures for various pests and diseases 
appearing in castor and cotton crops.  
 
 
Smt. Rashmi Rekha Changmai, Technical Officer, AMFU, Sonitpur, Assam made a 
field visit on 12th December, 2019 at Biswanath Chariali to know the different 
types of citrus varieties best suited for that region and management practices 
carried out to get higher production, so that  it helps in preparation of AAS 
bulletins and farmers should also know the best practices to follow in their fields.   
 

AMFU, Kharagpur, West Bengal made two field visits viz. at Benapur village, KGP- I block, Paschim 
Medinipur district on 28th  October 2019 and at Mundumari village, Pingla block, Paschim Medinipur 
district on 5th November 2019 to monitor the crop coverage and pest and disease attack on the standing 
crops and to suggest its control measures, also to aware about use of Weather-based Agromet Advisories 
and its importance in increasing the farm productivity and damage assessment of the standing crop.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other Awareness Programme 
MC, Bengaluru, Karnataka participated in Krishimela organized by the 
University of Agricultural Sciences, Raichur during 14 to 16 December 
2019.  Krishimela was inaugurated by Shri. Laxman S Savadi, HonĴble 
Deputy Chief Minister of Karnataka.  MC, Bengaluru displayed different 
types of charts which depicted the importance of Meteorology to the field 
of Agricultural Sciences and farmers.  Most of the Meteorological surface 
observation instruments were also put on display.  The usage of the same 
in the day to day forecasting activities of the weather was informed to the people and farmers. 

Field visit at Benapur village,  KGP- I 
block 

Field visit at Mundumari village,  Pingla 
block 



 
AMFU, Port Blair, Andman and Nicobar Island participated in Azad 
Hind Mela on ĶAgricultureķ during 30 to 31 December 2019 to 
popularize Agromet Advisory Services among farmers. Dr. A. 
Velmurugan, Nodal officer GKMS explained activities of GKMS project 
to the farmers.  Shri T. K. Biswas, Technical Officer briefed about the 
usefulness of Agromet bulletins, mKisan portal and Kisan Suvidha app. 
During the mela, mobile numbers of farmers were collected and 
registered in mkisan portal.  The farmers shared their experience of usefulness of the bulletin such as 
saving of nursery and matured fruits during heavy rain, support to banana during heavy rain and 
embankment of pond to protect fishes. 
 
AMFU, Chintapalle, Andhra Pradesh participated in training programme on ĶMillets -  Climate Resilientķ 
on 11th November 2019 to create awareness on cultivation of millet crops as these are resilient to 
changing climate.  Officers of GKMS explained about climate change and its influence on agriculture 
and cultivation practices of different millets.  
The AMFU also participated in another training programme for master trainers of Chintapalle famers to 
create awareness on weather and its relation to agriculture on 28th November 2019. Officers explained 
Agromet Advisory Services to the farmers. Also officers created awareness on weather importance and its 
influence on pests and diseases during the training programme to master trainers of Paderu famers on 
rajma, niger and ragi on 11th December 2019. They explained weather based crop management 
practices in different crops grown in the HAT zone.  
 
AMFU, Majhian, West Bengal participated in two Krishi Melas viz. at Hili block on 17th December 2019 
and at Tapan block during 18 to19 December 2019, disseminated leaf let on Agro Advisory Services, 
Weather related pests & diseases and their management, carried out FarmersĴ registration on m-kissan 
Portal and gave detailed information regarding activities of AMFU, Majhian, AAS bulletins, SMS service, 
FarmerĴs registration process and activities of Surface instruments at Observatories to the farming 
community. 

 
AMFU, Kanniwadi, Tamil Nadu and MSSRF organised World Soil Day 
awareness programme for farmers and youth on ĶSoil health and its 
importance for sustainable agriculture and healthy ecosystemsķ at Dindigul 
district on 5th December 2019. Tamil Nadu Agriculture University students 
displayed posters related to soil health management.  
 


